
 

 

 

 

 

“Pastors are tired,” Bishop Laurie Jungling has 
told The Wall Street Journal.  The bishop of the 
Montana Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America told the newspaper that the   
departure of pastors from their pulpits began to 
accelerate in the summer of 2020, as so many 
faced “polarization in their own congregations, 
people’s anger and frustration about masks and 
vaccines, whether to hold worship or not.” 

 

Sadly, the pandemic has simply accentuated a 
trend which was already troubling many congrega-
tions.  The Journal reported on an October study 
by the Barna Group, which researches faith trends 
in the U.S.   That study revealed that 38 percent of 
pastors were seriously considering leaving full-
time ministry, up from 29 percent in January 2021.  
“Among pastors under age 45, nearly half were 
considering quitting.”  

 

The trend was already discouraging enough.  
While current figures for the ELCA are hard to 
find, the number of clergy serving ELCA congre-
gations declined from 7,516 in September 2012 to 
6,561 in September 2016.  That’s a decline of al-
most 13 percent in just five years. 

 

As a result, Bishop Jungling told the Journal that 
over 10 percent of the Synod’s 127 churches are 
looking for a pastor — and still others have given 
up. 

 

The Journal told of a Minneapolis pastor who ac-
cepted the challenges of “70-hour workweeks, the 
low pay, the calls from parishioners at all hours — 
in  exchange  for the joy of  seeing people come  to  

 

 

 

 

faith.”  But after two years of on-line only wor-
ship, he resigned, moved his family to Florida, and 
now works at a bank.  “I decided I needed to take 
care of my family.”  Keith Mudiappa said.  “I real-
ized I couldn’t do that in a church setting.’ 

 

The Journal reported, “In religious groups across 
the country, clergy members are stepping down 
from the pulpit.  They say the job, always demand-
ing, has become almost impossible during the pan-
demic:  Relationships...have frayed...and political 
divisions have deepened, fueled by fights over 
Covid-19 protocols.” 

 

An article like this, sadly, can offer no easy solu-
tions.  These trends are likely to continue.  But, 
these trends also call for creativity — inspired by 
the Holy Spirit — to find new ways to do pastoral 
ministry, both effectively and faithfully.  Perhaps, 
as Atonement comes out of the pandemic and con-
siders our future, we can become a “test-tube” or 
an “incubator” for new and creative ways to ac-
complish God’s work now and in the future. 

                                                                       - -rem 
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Monthly Meetings 

Vaccinated seniors 
(age 50 and 
over/proof of vac-
cination required)  
are invited to 
monthly meetings 
in Fellowship Hall.  

The next meeting will be on Monday,  April 
25, at 1:30 p.m.  Stories from the DeMoulin 
Bros, and Co., (founded in 1892) and their di-
verse production history.   There will be a brief 
business meeting, and dessert will be served.    

2022  Tours 

• CANCELLED—April 19-21, Kansas, the 
Sunflower State.  

• May 18, Enjoy a visit to The Hill.  Bus de-
parts at 9:30 a.m. and returns at 4:30 p.m.  
Cost is $85 per person 

 

 

• June 22, Washington, Mo.—includes 
Model Train Museum, candy, art stu-
dio.  Bus departs at 10:00 a.m. and re-
turns at 7:30 p.m.  Cost is $95 per per-
son. 

• July 20, Casey, Ill.—You will be 
“largely” surprised!  See one of Lin-
coln homes, too.  Bus departs at 7 a.m. 
and returns at 7:45 p.m.  Cost is $105 
per person. 

 

For more information on these tours, 
please contact Don   Kuethe   at   

(314) 831-8478 or at  

dthekey@sbcglobal.net. 

 

https://www.alcs-web.com/seniors-alive 

Seniors Alive  
(subject to change or cancellation) 

Atonement Book Club... 
  

Atonement Book Club meets in the Multi-Purpose Room on the 
second Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m.   Current Covid safety 
guidelines are followed.  We welcome new members.    

 

 Note:  If we are unable to meet in person due to changes in 
Covid numbers and guidelines, we will schedule a Zoom meeting for the same time and date. 

 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, April 10, beginning at 1:30.  We will discuss A Hopeful 
Heart:  Louisa May Alcott Before Little Women, by Deborah Noyes.   This book is a beautiful por-
trait of Louisa May Alcott, a woman influenced by her father, a penniless philosopher, her mother, 
with whom she shared a great connection, and, of course, her three sisters.  The author unveils how 
Louisa’s natural spirit, loving family, and unconventional circumstances inspired the timeless mas-
terpiece that is Little Women. 

 

Please consider joining us.  For more information or questions, please contact Jan Koch at (314) 
921-5434 or njkoch@aol.com. 

https://www.alcs-web.com/seniors-alive
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What comes to mind when we think of spring?  Are we looking forward to warm 
weather, Cardinals baseball, flowers, vacation, Easter, and much more?  Hopefully, 
Easter holds the most special feeling of anticipation.  The Christian faith is about new 
life all year around, but especially so during Easter.  We celebrate Easter during na-
ture’s season of spring and, like the season of spring, Easter is about new life.  Just 
like a plant re-emerges from the earth and can’t be held back, the earth could not hold 
back Christ.  The New Testament says in Second Corinthians 5:17…  “if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  Our new life, 
our new creation, springs from Jesus Christ.  Spring represents an awakening.  Its 
many images and symbols speak of our rejuvenation.  Yes, the Easter baskets and 
chocolate bunny rabbits are part of our culture’s Easter celebration, but hopefully, re-
membering the miracle of new life because of Jesus Christ is first and foremost. 

 

Along with our spiritual growth during spring, we are also called to renew our person-
al growth.   We appreciate the anticipation of increased daylight and warmer tempera-
tures which may very well contribute to a renewed sense of well-being.  It is a time to 
be reminded of the peace we can have by trusting in God.  We’ve been dormant dur-
ing the winter months, but now are perhaps compelled to spend more time outdoors, 
begin spring-cleaning, or re-evaluate our jobs, relationships, etc.   As we get the urge 
to bounce back from the winter doldrums, let’s take a moment to remember those who 
cannot shake off the bitterness of winter (for whatever reason).  Be the sunshine that 
someone needs!  Share your renewed enthusiasm for life by doing a good deed, visit-
ing a friend, or praying for those in need.  Plant the seeds that will cause growth in 
your life as well as someone else’s life.  No matter how bad things seem to be, God 
can and will bring restoration! 

 

Psalm 1:3 “They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season.  
Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do.” 

 

 

 

                                     From the Parish Nurse  
                              Spring!    
                                 Tafra Perryman R.N.  
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We are excited to announce that the board of 
Atonement Lutheran School has unanimously 
elected Kimberly Kern to serve as principal for the 
upcoming year.  Ms. Kern is currently our Eighth 
Grade homeroom teacher and middle school 
Language Arts instructor. 

 

She is currently in a doctoral program at Concordia 
University, Chicago.  Ms. Kern has her master’s 
degree from Eastern Kentucky University  and her 
bachelor’s degree from Tougaloo College in 
Mississippi, where she played varsity basketball. 

 

During the past two basketball seasons, she was 
head coach for the girls team at Gateway STEM 
High School.  Before coming to Atonement, she 
served with the Special School District with a focus 
on math, social studies, reading development, and 
social skills.  Prior to that, she served in several 
capacities at four colleges and universities as a 
coach.   

 

As I write this article, we are enthusiastically 
looking forward to our National Lutheran School 
Validation Team visit.  This is an accreditation 
process for our school and also serves as a 
foundation for continuing improvement.   I am 
confident that this will be a successful endeavor. 

 

Our kids (and families) have been generous with 
Chapel offerings this year.  The first quarter 
brought $1,500 for the USO.   A total of  $870 
was collected for the second quarter along with  
46 Christmas stockings that were picked up by 
first responders.  The stockings were delivered to 
designated families in need.    The third quarter 
donated $1,500 to Special Olympics.  Thank your 
for your generous outpouring of support. 

 

If you have any questions, comments, or if 
someone needs a tour, please contact me at 

rbiesendorfer@alcs-web.com or  (314) 837-1252. 

 News from 
Atonement 

Lutheran School, 
Principal Rob 
Biesendorfer 

  

Men’s Club 2022 Schedule          

April 9-10 

May 7-8  

June 11-12 

July 9-10 

August 13-14 

September 17-18 

October 9, Florissant Fall Festival 

 

 

 

   

Blood Drive and C.P.R. Training 

The parish nurses will host a blood drive in 
Fellowship Hall on May 12.  ImpactLife will be 
here (formerly known as Mississippi Valley 
Regional Blood Center) from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Blood supplies are low, so your  help is needed!  
Please call Joyce Pingel, (314) 740-2137. 

American Red Cross will host an adult, child 
and infant CPR and AED  training class.  It will 
be held in Fellowship Hall on May 14, from 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.  Anyone interested in CPR 
training is welcome, but this would be good 
training for all ushers or volunteers who help 
during services.  For more information contact 
Jane Mark at (314) 283-3282.  Class size is 
limited to 10. 
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Help FMSC—Eat at Bandana’s! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bandana’s BBQ wants to make a difference, along with 
several North St. Louis County congregations, to 
help fund their July 9 food pack of nearly 172,000 

meals for starving children around the world 
in conjunction with 

Feed My Starving Children 

(fmsc.org) 

You can help by joining your family, friends, 
and co-workers for a meal at Bandana’s. 

When: 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

11:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Where: 
Florissant Location 

8234 North Lindbergh 
(314) 837-6000 

 

You must present this flyer (either hard copy or from your phone)  
to your server and Bandana’s 

will donate a portion of the associated proceeds to: 

    Feed My Starving Children 
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                       Atonement Creation Care Tip  
 

• Bottled water is the second most popular beverage in this coun-
try, only being out-sold by soft drinks     

• Water with fluoride prevents tooth decay 

• …”the majority [bottled water] does not contain anywhere near 
the optimal levels [of fluoride]…” 

 

Fill your refillable bottle with tap water.  Save money.  Bottled water can cost as much as 
gasoline!  Take care of your dental health and avoid the plastic bottles. 

                             https://cranska.com/bottled-water-and-tooth-decay/  

 

Are you looking for something for your kids to do this summer?  
Atonement is offering a fun-filled summer camp with a different 

theme each week. Daily activities will be based around the “theme of the week” and will 
add a little education with a whole lot of fun! 

June 6—August 5 

8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

$25 per day / per child 

$40 registration fee per family 

Before and After care  

7:00—8:00 a.m.  $5 per child 

4:00—5:30 p.m.   $5 per child 

 

Accepting campers (upcoming) Pre-K 4 through 7th grade.   Tell your family and 
friends!    Registration will begin soon. 

Get Ready for Summer!   
Atonement Lutheran School Summer Camp 2022! 

https://cranska.com/bottled-water-and-tooth-decay/
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Lutheran Church of the Atonement 
1285 North New Florissant Road 
Florissant, MO  63031 
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Lenten Worship—7:00 p.m. 

April 6, Holden Evening Prayer 
 

April 14, Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

April 15, Good Friday, 7:00 p.m. 
 

April 16, no Easter Vigil 
 

April 17, Easter, 6:30, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 


