
 

 

 

 

Last month, we began a series of articles under the 
general heading of “Frequently Asked Questions, 
Biblically Reasoned Answers.”  My intention is to 
continue this series through the current academic 
year.  Our September question was:  “Does Gene-
sis 1 require Christians to choose between science 
and faith?”  If you have a question you’d like me 
to consider, please let me know. 

 

This month’s question is no less frequently asked:  
Do all religions lead to the same God?   

 

In actual experience, however, this question is 
heard less as a question and more as a simple as-
sertion, namely, that all religions do lead to the 
same God.  To be sure, there are some similarities 
in most of the world’s major faith systems.  Most 
teach some version of the Golden Rule about do-
ing kindness “unto others.”  Most have some form 
of holy book.  Most have some teaching about hu-
manity’s eternal destiny.  Most have some form of 
prescribed or recommended ritual.  Many seek to 
form communities of fellow believers. 

 

Thus comes the suggestion that for any of these to 
claim to have “a lock” on the truth is arrogant and 
intolerant.  After all, we’ve all seen the bumper-
sticker that urges all faith systems to “Co-Exist.”  
And, as Americans, we affirm the right of every 
believer to practice any religion (or no religion) as 
long as it isn’t hurtful to others.   

 

At the same time, there is far from unanimity 
among the many faith systems about the nature of 
God, Jesus, sin, life, death, salvation, and the na-
ture of humanity's ultimate destiny.  Put simply, 
one cannot believe in both resurrection and rein-
carnation.  Nor can one believe that Jesus was both  

 

 

 

a mere mortal and the incarnate Son of the living 
God, the Third Person of the Trinity. Contradictory 
claims cannot both be true.  So, if one set of claims 
is true, is it arrogant and exclusive to present it as 
true? 

 

To be sure, there have been occasions when some 
Christians have come across as arrogant and exclu-
sive.  That is to the Church’s great detriment.  But, 
poor presentation doesn’t invalidate the truth of the 
claim.  So, is the Christian Faith exclusive?  Con-
sider these Biblical claims:  God “wants all people 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth”  (First Timothy 2:4).  Jesus says, “I am the 
door; whoever enters by me will be saved”  (John 
10:9)  He also said, “Whoever lives and believes in 
me shall never die” (John 11:26).  “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Acts 
2:21).  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life” (John 3:36).  “Christ died for everyone” 
(Second Corinthians 5:15).  That sounds pretty in-
clusive to me.   

 

Or for that matter, is it arrogant to believe that one 
is a sinner in desperate need of God’s help and res-
cue? 

 

But, that understanding, that we are sinners in des-
perate need, perhaps, is what sets our Christian 
faith apart from other faith systems and religions.  
Virtually every other faith prescribes the means to 
discover God and to obtain God’s favor, whether 
through meditation or self-discovery or ritual acts 
or obedience or good works.  The Christian Faith 
holds that God comes to us, seeks us out, provides 
for us, and does for us what we could not do for 
ourselves.     The   Christian   Faith  posits  a   God  

                                                   

                                                      (continued on page 6) 

  
 OCTOBER 2022  

      The Spirit  
   of Atonement 

BUSINESS NAME 

Are All Religions Equally Valid? 



 

Page 2  

        

 

Monthly Meetings 

 

Vaccinated seniors 
(age 50 and 
over/proof of vac-
cination required)  

are invited to monthly meetings in Fellowship 
Hall.  The next meeting will be on Monday,  
Oct. 24,  and will begin at 1:30 p.m.  Enjoy 
music with a Caribbean flavor brought by 
Mango Jay and his Steel Drum. 
 
Following the devotion, there will be a brief 
business meeting, and dessert will be served.    

 

  

2022 Tours  

 

• Oct. 11, Wine Country Highway 94.   Au-
gusta Winery and luncheon cruise on the 
“Miss Augusta.”  Bus departs at 8:45 a.m. 
and returns at 4:30 p.m.  Cost is $105 per 
person. 

2022 Tours (continued) 

• Dec. 7, Sheldon Coffee Concert.  Tim 
Schall presents “That Time of Year.”  
Bus departs at 8:15 a.m. and returns at 
2:30.  Cost is $78.00 per person. 

• Dec. 16, St. Louis Symphony presents 
Mercy Holiday Celebration.  Bus de-
parts at 11:00 a.m. and returns at 4:00 
p.m.   Cost is $98 per person. 

• Dec. 22, The Fabulous Fox, Elf the 
Musical.   Bus departs at 12:15 p.m. 
and returns at 6:00 p.m.  Cost is $91 
per person. 

 

For more information on these tours, 
please contact Don   Kuethe   at   

(314) 831-8478 or at  

dthekey@sbcglobal.net. 

 

https://www.alcs-web.com/seniors-alive 

 

 

Seniors Alive  
(subject to change or cancellation) 

 

 

 

Atonement Book Club... 
  

Atonement Book Club meets in the Multi-Purpose Room on the 
second Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m.   Current Covid safety 
guidelines are followed.   If we are unable to meet in person due 
to changes in Covid numbers and guidelines, we will schedule a 

Zoom meeting for the same time and date. We welcome new members.    

 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, Oct. 9, beginning at 1:30.  We will be discussing Yellow Cro-
cus by Laila Ibrahim.  Moments after Lisbeth is born, she is taken from her mother and handed over 
to an enslaved wet nurse, Mattie, a young mother separated from her own infant son in order to care 
for her tiny charge.  Thus begins an intense relationship that will shape both of their lives for dec-
ades to come.  This deeply moving tale of unlikely love traces the journey of these very different 
women as each searches for freedom and dignity.  

 

Please join us.  For more information or questions, please contact Jan Koch at njkoch@aol.com. 
 

https://www.alcs-web.com/seniors-alive
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In October, as we observe the Festival of St. Luke the evangelist and physician, we consider many differ-
ent aspects of our wholistic health.  Since October is also recognized as National Fire Prevention Month, I 
would like to visit with you about home safety.  When we consider safety, we are reminded that our pre-
sent and eternal safety is based in the Lord.  “Whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe”  (Proverbs 29:25). 

 

Home Sweet Home...But is it safe? 

Our homes may not be the safe places we would like them to be.  In the United States, the most common 
causes of accidental injury and death are motor vehicle accidents, falls, drownings and fires.  These accidents 
usually happen at our home or at the home of family and friends.  Take the Home Safety Checklist by an-
swering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the following questions to find out how safe your home is. 

Home Safety Checklist 

1. Do all passengers wear seat belts while in your car?                                                          

2. Do children (under the age of 3) always use an appropriate car seat when          
riding in your car?                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. Do you abstain from alcohol if you will be driving within the next 3 hours? 

4. Is there good lighting in your home, especially near the stairs? 

5. Are there strong handrails on both sides of the stairs? 

6. Are the walk areas free of sliding rugs, loose electrical cords, or low lying ob-
jects? 

7. Are small children blocked from access to stairs? 

8. Have you installed child-proofing devices for electrical outlets, toilets, doors, 
and sharp table corners? 

9. Are there non-skid mats in the tub/shower and on the bathroom floor? 

10. Are children always supervised while in the tub? 

11. Are children always supervised while in a backyard pool? 

12. Are smoke detectors present on each level of the home with at least one fire 
extinguisher in the home? 

13. Are all electrical cords in good condition? 

14. Are protective screens present around any fireplaces or heating devices?   

15. Are electrical cords, outlets, and appliances a safe distance from the tub and 
shower? 

16. Are a limited number of appliances plugged into outlets? 

17. Is the stove free of flammable objects? 

18. Is there a fire escape plan that is understood by all family members? 

19.  Are cleaning fluids and all other household/garage chemicals stored out of the 
reach of children and clearly marked? 

20. Are firearms and other weapons locked in a gun safe? 

21. Are medications kept out of reach of children and in child-proof containers? 

22. Is there a stocked first aid kit available? 

23. Is your electrical wiring up to code? 

 

We are comforted that our present and eternal safety is in the hands of our loving Heavenly Father.  
May we share in the Psalmist confidence “for in the day of trouble, He will keep me safe in His 
dwelling;  He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacle”  (Psalm 27:5). 

                                                                       From the Parish Nurse  
                       SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS 
                                                    Joyce Pingel, L.P.N. 
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ATONEMENT ENDOWMENT FUND—NEW WEB PAGES AND BROCHURE 

 

The Atonement Endowment Fund provides resources for future mission and ministry at 
Atonement.  Generous gifts and the power of long-term growth have accumulated over 
$60,000 for the fund.  Some congregation members have shared that, when they pass, they will 
give a portion of their estate to the Endowment Fund. 

 

Are you curious about what the Endowment Fund is?  Do you want to know how to support 
the fund now through an immediate gift?  Are you thinking about including the Endowment 
Fund in your estate plans?  New pages on the Atonement website can help with these 
questions and more.   Please visit the home page at https://www.alcs-web.com/ and click on the 
Endowment button at the top to get an overview of the Endowment Fund, to learn ways to give 
now and in the future, to watch videos on estate planning, to see answers to frequently asked 
questions, and more. 

 

A new Endowment Fund tri-fold brochure is available in the narthex and in the Family Room.  
It summarizes essential information about the fund and includes contact information if you 
have questions or want to make an immediate or future gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“N.L. Central Champs” (and hopefully soon 2022 World Series Champions!)  

Grab your 2023 Cardinals calendars now! 

 

As an historic and memorable season comes to a close, and with an exciting post-season about 
to begin, grab a 2023 Cardinals calendar for yourself.  They also make great gifts for friends 
and family.   Calendars cost just $17 each and proceeds benefit Atonement’s youth.  Please 
contact Debbie Benne at (314) 837-1224 or at deb.benne@alcs-web.com.   Only pre-paid 
calendars can be ordered.  Checks should be made payable to Atonement Lutheran with 
“Cardinal calendar” on the memo line.   Payment can be left in Debbie’s mailbox.  The 
deadline is November 12-13.  The order must be placed that Monday for delivery before 
Christmas. 

https://www.alcs-web.com/
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News from  

Atonement 
Lutheran 
School,  

Principal 
Kim Kern 

 
Call now to schedule a tour or for information, or 
please visit our website.   (314) 837-1224 

https://www.alcs-web.com/school 

 

Fall is here, which in turns brings many activities! 

 

Fall Clubs begin on October 3.  Mondays and 
Wednesdays will be the Lego Club, the Media Club, 
and the Coding Club.   Tuesdays and Thursdays will 
be the Academic Club and the Chess Club.  Forms 
to register may be found in the school office or on 
the website. 

 

The volleyball team will have games into October.  
The basketball team will begin practice and games  
in mid-October.   There are many home and away 
games.  Check out the calendar so you can come to 
cheer on the Eagles! 

 

Volunteers  needed!   

After school care, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Lunch monitors, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Please contact the school office.   Your help with 
one of these opportunities is appreciated. 

 

Calendar of Events 

October 7,   Superhero Day, Early Dismissal 

October 10, School Picture Day 

October 20-21, Parent-Teacher Conferences 

October 20, Early Dismissal 

October 21, No School 

October 28, Trunk or Treat 

 

Atonement  

Creation Care Tip 
 

Stop using single-use plastics, especially 
single-use plastic bottles, bags and straws. 

 

• Use reusable bottles for water, and 
reusable mugs for coffee. 

 

• Bring reusable bags when you shop.  
Keep them in your car so you don’t 
forget them. 

 

• Pack your lunch in a reusable bag or 
container. 

 

• Use cloth towels instead of paper 
towels. 

 

• Instead of using throw-away plastic 
straws, you can now buy reusable metal 
straws. 

https://www.alcs-web.com/school
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(Are All Religions Equally Valid?, continued from page 1) 

 

who is active in human history and makes the true nature of God known in and through the life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  Unlike almost all other faith systems, Christianity insists that 
God is the one who makes things right between God and humankind, not the other way around. 

 

So, do all religions lead to the same God?  Sadly, I fear, most religions and faith systems lead us only back to 
ourselves, to our own ideas, to our own behaviors, to our own deeds,...to find some form of salvation within 
ourselves,…and ultimately to an awareness that, whatever we’ve done, it isn’t enough.   

 

Only our Christian Faith leads us to the foot of the Cross, where we can declare, “Thanks be to God who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus the Christ” (First Corinthians 15:57).  

                                                                                                                                                                                     - - - rem 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE & BREAKFAST -  

NEW SIX-WEEK SERIES TO BEGIN ON OCTOBER 13 

 

Beginning on Thursday, Oct. 13, Rob Biesendorfer, our retired principal and assistant to the pastor, will lead a 
six-week Bible study on the six core teachings of the Bible, as presented in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.   

The resource for this series is Getting to Know Jesus, a book by Pastor Paul Schult, a friend and former co-
worker of Mr. B. 

Bible & Breakfast meets in Fellowship Hall on Thursday mornings from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.  Bakery goods, 
coffee and tea are provided.   Come, join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Watch News & Notes and the weekly e-mail for details.) 

 

Sunday, Oct. 9 - Florissant Fall Festival, visit the Men’s Club trailer for their barbecue 

Sunday, Oct. 16 - Creation Care and Harvest Sunday.  “Doughnuts in Garden” between services. 

Friday, Oct. 28 - Trunk or Treat sponsored by APTO 

Friday, Nov. 11 - Atonement School Veterans Day Salute 
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Lutheran Church of the Atonement 
1285 North New Florissant Road 
Florissant, MO  63031 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
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  October 2022 

Newsletter 

Deadline for the  

November issue 

12:00 Noon, Oct. 6 

                                              APTO Family Picnic 

September 18 

 


