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    Welcome to Worship at Atonement 

➢ We are delighted to have you worship at Atonement today.  Wherever you are on your 

journey of faith and life, we extend to you a warm welcome.  May the Holy Spirit richly 

bless your worship. 

 

➢ We invite you to fill out the attendance form in the bulletin and hand it to the ushers when 

coming forward for Holy Communion.  If you are a guest with us this morning, please 

leave some contact information so we can get in touch with you about how to connect with 

what’s going on in this faith community. 

 

➢ Sound enhancement receivers for the hearing-impaired and those with hearing aids are 

available. Large print worship folders are also available. Please ask an usher prior to the 

service. 

 

➢ We welcome to the Lord’s Table all Baptized Christians who wish to receive the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.  Those who desire to be baptized, 

have questions about the meaning of Holy Communion, or wish a private confession and 

absolution should contact the Pastor. 

➢ Both individual cups and the chalice (common cup) are now offered to communicants. 

The chalice is available only for intinction (dipping the host into the wine). The darker 

wine in the center of the tray is non-alcoholic.  Gluten-free wafers are available by asking 

the pastor. Those desiring a blessing may fold their arms across their chests.  

➢ The congregation responds with those portions in bold print.   

➢ Please turn off all cell phones and pagers and refrain from flash photography. 

 

 

 

TODAY:     Heritage Sunday, 10:45 return to Sanctuary (with your donut & coffee) for 

highlights about features of our sanctuary.   

 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSONS:  

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 



ELW, Setting 10 (Transfiguration of Our Lord) 

February 15, 2026 

 

PRELUDE: Lobe den Herren      Johann Gottfried Walther    
 

 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close 

today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is 

revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains 

us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and 

our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. We will  put aside the alleluia at the 

conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of 

Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 

The assembly stands. 

 

LITANY OF FAITH AND THANKSGIVING  
 

P:  Looking back with thanksgiving, trusting God in the present, and looking forward in hope, 

we remember these words, 

C:  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

P:  For the witnesses of old, including Moses and Elijah, who remained steadfast in the faith, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For the vision and commitment of those who established this congregation and Atonement 

Lutheran School, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For the pastors, principals, teachers, Sunday School teachers, staff, and lay people who have 

faithfully led us,  

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For the opportunities to care for one another, support each other, and share our faith with our 

community, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For those in our faith community who have gone before us to join Your heavenly kingdom, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

 



P:  For the hundreds of children who have been nurtured through Atonement Lutheran School, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For our continuing work for Your kingdom through Atonement Lutheran School and the 

Atonement Early Learning Center,  

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  For the opportunity to share Your love with the world through the ministries of the Great 

Rivers Collaborative, Central States Synod, and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

C:  We praise you, O God. 

 

P:  As we recommit ourselves to serving You and sharing Your love with those around us, we 

remember these words: 

C:  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

PROCESSINAL HYMN  ELW 306   “Come, Beloved of the Maker”  (see next page) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.       

C And also with you.      

 

GLORY BE TO GOD      ELW 164   “Glory to God”   (Peru)   

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY    

P  Let us pray.    
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.  

P   O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the 

witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 

beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of 

your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

The assembly is seated. 

 
+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18 

A reading from Exodus. 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you the 

tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 

mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. 

Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of 

the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 

called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the 

cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

 

 R The word of the Lord.       C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 2    The psalm is spoken responsively. 

 1 Why are the nations in an uproar? 

  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

 2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 

  against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed? 

 3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; 

  “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 

 4 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 

  the LORD holds them in derision.  

 5 Then in wrath God speaks to them, 

  and in rage fills them with terror. 



 6 “As for me, I have anointed my king 

  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 

 7 Let me announce the decree of the LORD, 

  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 

 8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 

  and the ends of the earth for your possession.  

 9 You shall crush them with an iron rod 

  and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 

 10 And now, you kings, be wise; 

  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

 11 Submit to the LORD with fear, 

  and with trembling bow in worship; 

 12 lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 

  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  

 

 

MUSICAL RESPONSE (BELL CHOIR):  God Is So Good  -  Anna Laura Page 

 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

A reading from 2 Peter.     

 

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 

  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive 

to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of 

one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women 

moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

R The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

HERITAGE TALK:  1960’ s Years of Growth 

 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.   

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW 174  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (Caribbean) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 

P  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he 

was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the 

disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and 

touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they 

saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

P  The gospel of the Lord.   C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Larry Lemke                                                                            

              

Meditation:  Time to reflect on the message. 

 

After meditation, the assembly stands for the Hymn of the Day. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 834       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   (see next page) 

 



 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition concludes:    Merciful God,  

C:  Receive our prayer. 

 

THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

The people may greet each other with a sign of peace and may say “Peace be with you” or 

similar words.  Then the assembly is seated. 

 

CHOIR: I Am the Light of the Nations  - arr by Hal H. Hopson 

 

 

O sing alleluia.  I am the light of the nations, light for the whole wide world, 

the light that repels the darkness, and guides all who follow me in faith.  

God is our light, God is our peace, God is our love.  

The light that repels the darkness, rejoice and sing alleluia. 

 

 

 

 



+ + + MEAL + + + 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The gifts of our tithes and offerings are presented and the altar is prepared for the Lord’s Supper. 

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.  

OFFERTORY: ACS 962  “In this Feast of Love”  (Finland)

 



   OFFERING PRAYER   

A   God of abundance, 

C   We bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     ELW  525  “You are Holy”  (Sweden) 



 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

C  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER  

P Please join me in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen  

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:    

P   The gifts of God for the people of God.  

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

The ushers invite the assembly forward, where they receive bread and either wine or grape 

juice. If you need to receive communion in your pew, please let the usher(s) know.  

 

 

LAMB OF GOD    ELW  pg. 154 

 

 



 

 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION       

 

“ANNIVERSARY HYMN”   – music and text by Rev. Richard E. Mueller  (see next page) 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACS 915     “ When a Star is Shining”   (see next page) 



 



ELW 867      “ In Thee is Gladness”    

 



The assembly stands.   

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P  May this body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   

☩ Amen 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis:  ELW 313 "O Lord, Now Let Your Servant" verse 1  (Finland) 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A  Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, 

not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love is supporting us, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

C  Amen 

 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 

God’s mission in the world.  

 

BURYING ALLELUIA   

 

P:  When Jesus came down from the mount of Transfiguration, he began to tell his disciples that 

he would be betrayed and crucified. 

C:  Sometimes we lose our Alleluia. 

 

P:  Jesus did not enter into glory before he stretched out his arms on the hardwood of the cross. 

C:  Sometimes we lose our Alleluia. 

 

P:  Jesus told his disciples, “If you want to become my followers, deny yourselves and take up 

your cross and follow me.” 

C:  Sometimes we lose our Alleluia. 

 

P:  At Easter, we will again celebrate the Resurrection and sing “Christ is risen.” 

C:  In God’s time, we will find our Alleluia. 

 

P:  For the days of Lent, we discontinue singing and saying, “Alleluia.” 

C:  Sometimes we let go of our Alleluia. 

 

 

RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING 

P  May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG: ELW 318  "Alleluia, Song of Gladness”   vs 1, 3, 4     (see next page) 



 
 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise     -  Alice Jordan and Michael Burkhardt 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

Preacher……………….………..……………..………………………….……..…Pastor Larry Lemke 

Assisting Ministers….………..……………….……………………………Betty Luebke, Brenda Blight 

Communion Assistants………….……….………………………Mark Petty, Jeri Dietz, Joni Erickson 

Crucifer…………………………………….……………………………………….….Zac Luebke 

Banner Bearer…………………………………………………………………………. Clinton Ubawuchi 

Bell Choir Director…………………………………………………..Sharon Carter Eichenberger 

Percussionists……………………………………………………..…..Ryden and Cayden Grames 

Organist………………………..……………………………….……..…………….Cindy Vantine 

Choir Director……………………………….………….……………………….Dr. Bruce Vantine 

Joyful Noiz Director............................................................................................Jim Baumgartner 

Altar Guild……..……………......…….....Jack & Bonnie David, Lisa Hackmeister, Jodi Laffold 

Greeters…................………………………………………...…Jane & Bill Meyerkord, Vickie Minter 

Usher………………………………….………………..……………………………...Tom Blight  

Trustee…………….……………………….……….………………..….…………………….…Don Meier 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    

 

Births:  Theodore Michael Stoneburner (2/7/26), Great-Grandson of Barb Stoneburner 

Hospitalized or Ill:   Ann Behrens, Adele Bolen, Betty Cook, Linda Gibilterra, Ginny Groves, 

Shirl Henke, Jim Hickerson, Delores Johanningmeier, Don Kuethe, Sharon Love, Jane Mark, 

Rachel Moore, Carolyn Nimmons, Marge Purgahn, Steve Rosenfeld, June Schmidt, Elaine 

Skarstad, Jan Sullivan, Glenda Warren, Barb Wishon 

 

Our Loved Ones/Friends:  Jason Behrens, Becky Cole (Dave Cole’s sister), Ian Hawkins 

(Faith Brooks’s son), Christina and Rev. Cyril Hurnyak (Jaimy Suydam’s friends), Lisa Lamont 

(Lisa and Jeff Moravec’s friend), Alex Mazuranic (Claire and Rick Brown and Meghan and Lily 

Brueggemann’s friend), Taffy Perryman, Tom Sappington (Ginny Groves’ friend), Marilee 

Viehman (Greg Viehman’s mother), Dennis Whittington (Mary Beth Sandcork’s father), 

Richard Wishon, Thom Velde ( Jaimy Suydam’s cousin), Mike Zorich 

Our chronically-ill and homebound loved ones and friends: Jacki Bickel, Teri Branhof,  

Thelma Carlson, Nancy Marxkors, John Meyer, Vivian Meyer, Jim Temps, Joan Torbeck, 

Wayne & Joyce Winter 

Names will be removed from the prayer list after two weeks unless the church office is notified 

on Monday of the preceding week. 

**Copies of Taking Faith Home are available at the usher stand or on the table in the narthex. 



OUR CONGREGATION 

Atonement is a family of professing Christians who 

are in ministry to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

have been in ministry since September 30, 1951. 

Atonement School has begun its 69th academic 

year with the mission statement “Teaching chil- 

dren of God the skills needed for a lifetime of 

learning, worshipping, and caring, so that the 

world see Jesus in them.” 

 

 

OUR AFFILIATIONS 

We are members of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and support local ministries in- 

cluding Lutheran Family and Children’s Services, 

Humanitri, Lutheran High Schools, LuMin 

Campus Ministry, PAKT, and The Emergency 

Assistance Ministry (TEAM). 

 

OUR TEAM 

 

Interim Senior Pastor and Pastoral Care 

Rev. Larry Lemke, (314) 307-4363 

lalemke@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Bruce and Cindy Vantine 

Ministers of Music 

 

Sharon Carter-Eichenberger 

Bell Choir Director 

 

Jim Baumgartner, Worship, Too! 

jimstrat@aol.com, (314) 488-6903 

 

Cathy Mifflin 

Parish Administrator, (314) 837-1224 

cathy.mifflin@alcs-web.com 

 

Theodore Jander 

Principal, (314) 837-1252 

tjander@alcs-web.com 

 

Angie Kemper 

School Secretary, (314) 837-1252 

 

Parish Nurses: Joyce Pingel, L.P.N., (314) 740-2137 

Cathie Lehr, R.N., (314) 809-4477 

 

 

 

OUR CALENDAR 
This Weekend – Transfiguration of Our Lord 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion Worship 

Heritage Sunday Reception  

Men’s Club Meeting 

 

Monday, Feb. 16- President’s Day 

Church Office Closed 

No School, School Office Closed 

9:00 a.m.  Tai Chi  

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting  

 

Tuesday, Feb.17 

7:00 p.m.  Bell Choir Rehearsal  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 18  Ash Wednesday 

9:00 a.m.  Tai Chi 

5:00 p.m. Men’s Club Fish Fry - RSVP, free will 

donations 

7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship 

 

Thursday, Feb. 19 

9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse Office Hours until 11 

11:00 a.m. Health Cabinet Meeting 

9:30 a.m. Bible and Breakfast 

5:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 

 

Friday, Feb. 20 

 

Saturday, Feb. 21 
 

Giving is now easier than ever!  

Simply use the QR code on the bottom.  It will take you 

directly to Atonement’s giving through Tithe.ly.   This can be 

a one-time option, or you can set up a recurring transaction 
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