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    Welcome to Worship at Atonement 

 

➢ We are delighted to have you worship at Atonement today.  Wherever you are on your 

journey of faith and life, we extend to you a warm welcome.  May the Holy Spirit richly 

bless your worship. 

 

➢ We invite you to fill out the attendance form in the bulletin and hand it to the ushers when 

coming forward for Holy Communion.  If you are a guest with us this morning, please 

leave some contact information so we can get in touch with you about how to connect with 

what’s going on in this faith community. 

 

➢ Sound enhancement receivers for the hearing-impaired and those with hearing aids are 

available. Large print worship folders are also available. Please ask an usher prior to the 

service. 

 

➢ We welcome to the Lord’s Table all Baptized Christians who wish to receive the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.  Those who desire to be baptized, 

have questions about the meaning of Holy Communion, or wish a private confession and 

absolution should contact the Pastor. 

➢ Both individual cups and the chalice (common cup) are offered to communicants. The 

chalice is available only for intinction (dipping the host into the wine). The darker wine in 

the center of the tray is non-alcoholic.  Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the 

pastor. Those desiring a blessing may fold their arms across their chests.  

➢ The congregation responds with those portions in bold print.   

➢ Please turn off all cell phones and pagers and refrain from flash photography. 

 

 

 

TODAY:  Adult Forum,  10:45 a.m. in the Small Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSONS: Palm Sunday 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

 

 



ELW, Setting 4 (Fourth Sunday in Lent) 

March 15, 2026 

 

PRELUDE:     The Inward Hear (A Meditation for Lent) – Gilbert M. Martin 
 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man 

born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens 

our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of 

Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of 

Christ in our daily lives. 

 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 

The assembly stands. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 
 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may 

confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C  Amen 

 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P  Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 

done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

P  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C  Amen 

 

GATHERING HYMN  ELW 673   “God, Whose Almighty Word”  (see next page)  



 

 

 

 



GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.       

C And also with you.      

 

KYRIE  ELW 147 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY    

P  Let us pray.    
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.  

P   Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and 

death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

The assembly is seated. 

 
+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

A reading from 1 Samuel. 
 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I 

go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 

trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice 

to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 

and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before 

the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 

the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any 

of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we 

will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and 

had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the 

one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 

the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 

and went to Ramah. 

 

    R The word of the Lord.       C Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM: Psalm 23    The psalm is spoken responsively. 

   

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing 

to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.”  

 

R The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God.  

 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW 151    “Return to the Lord” 
 

 



GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 

P  The holy gospel according to John. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this 

man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said 

this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 

eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is 

he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But 

they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 

and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 

Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to 

ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 

And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It 

was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this 

is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do 

we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to 

him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told 

you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 

become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 

know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 

know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were 



not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 

him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He 

said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 

judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become 

blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 

not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now 

that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

P  The gospel of the Lord.   C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Larry Lemke                                                                            

              

Meditation:  Time to reflect on the message. 

 

After meditation, the assembly stands for the Hymn of the Day. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 779      “Amazing Grace”   (see next page) 

 



 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition concludes:    Hear us, O God,  

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

The people may greet each other with a sign of peace and may say “Peace be with you” or 

similar words.  Then the assembly is seated. 

 

MUSIC DURING THE OFFERING:  “Kyrie”   -   Christi Cary Miller 

 

 

 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The gifts of our tithes and offerings are presented and the altar is prepared for the Lord’s Supper. 

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.  

 



OFFERTORY: ELW 185   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”   

 

    

 

 



           OFFERING PRAYER   

A:   O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

C:  your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name.   Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     ELW  153    (see next page) 

 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

C  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Please join me in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:    

P:   The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

The ushers invite the assembly forward, where they receive bread and either wine or grape 

juice. If you need to receive communion in your pew, please let the usher(s) know.  

 

 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION       

 



ELW SETTING 4   “Lamb of God”    

   

 

 

 

ELW 780 “ Shepherd Me, O God”   

 

 

                                                                                        (continued on next page) 



 



ELW 714        “ O God of Mercy, God of Light”      vs 1-4    

 

 



ELW 314        “ Arise, Your Light Has Come” 

   

 

 

 

The assembly stands.   

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P  May this body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   

☩ Amen 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:    God of salvation. 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 

God’s mission in the world.  

 

 

RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING 

P  May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG: ELW 665  "Rise Shine, You People”      (see next page) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:   Amazing Grace – Alice Jordan      
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

Preacher……………….………..……………..……………….………………..…Pastor Larry Lemke 

Assisting Ministers….………..…..……….……………………….………Brenda Blight, Betty Luebke 

Communion Assistants………….……………….………………Mark Petty, Jeri Dietz, Joni Erickson 

Bell Choir Director…………………………………………………..Sharon Carter Eichenberger 

Organist………………………..……………………………….……..…………….Cindy Vantine 

Choir Director……………………………….………….……………………….Dr. Bruce Vantine 

Joyful Noiz Director............................................................................................Jim Baumgartner 

Altar Guild……..……………......…….......Dave & Anita Cole, Verina Ruiz, Cindy Steinbruegge 

Greeters…......…………………………………….....…………….… Bonnie & Jack David, Jeri Dietz 

Counters……………………………………..……..Jeff Moravec, Greg Viehman, Wendy Gehner 

Usher……………………………….………………..…………………………………Tom Blight 

Trustee…………….…………………….……….………………..….…………………….….…Don Posey 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    

 

Hospitalized or Ill:  Ann Behrens, Adele Bolen, Betty Cook, Linda Gibilterra, Ginny Groves, 

Shirl Henke, Jim Hickerson, Delores Johanningmeier, Don Kuethe, Sharon Love, Jane Mark, 

Rachel Moore, Carolyn Nimmons, Marge Purgahn, Steve Rosenfeld,  Elaine Skarstad, Jan 

Sullivan, Glenda Warren, Mary Sue Warren, Barb Wishon 

Our Loved Ones/Friends:  Jason Behrens, Becky Cole (Dave Cole’s sister), Karen Francis 

(Jaimy Suydam’s friend), Ian Hawkins (Faith Brooks’s son),  Lisa Lamont (Lisa and Jeff 

Moravec’s friend), Jane McClug (daughter-in-law of former/deceased members Barbara and 

Joseph McClurg), Taffy Perryman, Tom Sappington (Ginny Groves’ friend), Cynthia Slater 

(Marge Purgahn’s daughter), Beth Taylor (Jaimy Suydam’s friend), Marilee Viehman (Greg 

Viehman’s mother), Dennis Whittington (Mary Beth Sandcork’s father), Richard Wishon, Thom 

Velde (Jaimy Suydam’s cousin), Mike Zorich 

Our chronically-ill and homebound loved ones and friends: Jacki Bickel, Teri Branhof,  

Thelma Carlson, Nancy Marxkors, John Meyer, Vivian Meyer, Jim Temps, Joan Torbeck, 

Wayne & Joyce Winter 

Names will be removed from the prayer list after two weeks unless the church office is notified 

on Monday of the preceding week. 

 

**Copies of Taking Faith Home are available at the usher stand or on the table in the narthex.



 

 



OUR CONGREGATION 

Atonement is a family of professing Christians who 

are in ministry to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

have been in ministry since September 30, 1951. 

Atonement School has begun its 69th academic 

year with the mission statement “Teaching chil- 

dren of God the skills needed for a lifetime of 

learning, worshipping, and caring, so that the 

world see Jesus in them.” 

 

 

OUR AFFILIATIONS 

We are members of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and support local ministries in- 

cluding Lutheran Family and Children’s Services, 

Humanitri, Lutheran High Schools, LuMin 

Campus Ministry, PAKT, and The Emergency 

Assistance Ministry (TEAM). 

 

OUR TEAM 

 

Interim Senior Pastor and Pastoral Care 

Rev. Larry Lemke, (314) 307-4363 

lalemke@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Bruce and Cindy Vantine 

Ministers of Music 

 

Sharon Carter-Eichenberger 

Bell Choir Director 

 

Jim Baumgartner, Worship, Too! 

jimstrat@aol.com, (314) 488-6903 

 

Cathy Mifflin 

Parish Administrator, (314) 837-1224 

cathy.mifflin@alcs-web.com 

 

Theodore Jander 

Principal, (314) 837-1252 

tjander@alcs-web.com 

 

Angie Kemper 

School Secretary, (314) 837-1252 

 

Parish Nurses: Joyce Pingel, L.P.N., (314) 740-2137 

Cathie Lehr, R.N., (314) 809-4477 

 

 

 

OUR CALENDAR 
This Weekend – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion Worship 

 

  

Monday, March 16 

9:00 a.m.  Tai Chi  

6:00 p.m.  Church Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday, March 17 

7:00 p.m.  Bell Choir Rehearsal  

 

Wednesday, March 18 

9:00 a.m.  Tai Chi 

7:00 p.m. Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

 

Thursday, March 19 

9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse Office hours until 11 am 

9:30 a.m. Bible and Breakfast 

5:00 p.m.  Finance Meeting 

 

Friday, March 20 

 

Saturday, March 21 

9:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study, held off-site 

11:00 a.m. Girl Scout cookie booth on parking lot 

 

 
Giving is now easier than ever!  

Simply use the QR code on the bottom.  It will take you 

directly to Atonement’s giving through Tithe.ly.   This can be 

a one-time option, or you can set up a recurring transaction 
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