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Welcome to Worship at Atonement

> We are delighted to have you worship at Atonement today. Wherever you are on your
journey of faith and life, we extend to you a warm welcome. May the Holy Spirit richly
bless your worship.

» We invite you to fill out the attendance form in the bulletin and hand it to the ushers when
coming forward for Holy Communion. If you are a guest with us this morning, please
leave some contact information so we can get in touch with you about how to connect with
what’s going on in this faith community.

» Sound enhancement receivers for the hearing-impaired and those with hearing aids are
available. Large print worship folders are also available. Please ask an usher prior to the
service.

» We welcome to the Lord’s Table all Baptized Christians who commune in their home
parish and who wish to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
their sins. Those with questions about the meaning of Holy Communion or who wish a
private confession and absolution should contact a pastor during the week prior to
communing.

» Both individual cups and the chalice (common cup) are now offered to communicants.
The chalice is available only for intinction (dipping the host into the wine). The darker
wine in the center of the tray is non-alcoholic. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking
the pastor. Those desiring a blessing may fold their arms across their chests.

» The congregation responds with those portions in bold print.

» Please turn off all cell phones and pagers and refrain from flash photography.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Will meet today.

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSONS:
Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44



ELW, Setting 4 (First Sunday of Advent)
Nov. 30, 2025

PRELUDE: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night - Ben Logan

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

++ + GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may
confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
C Amen



GATHERING HYMN ELW 246 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!
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Hark! a thrill-ing voice is sound-ing!“Christ is near,” we hear it say.
Wak-ened by the sol-emn warn-ing, from earth’s bond-age let us rise;
See the Lamb,so long ex - pect-ed, come with par -don down from heav’n.
So, when next he comes in glo -ty and the world is wrapped in fear,
Hon-or, glo-ry, might,and bless-ing to the Fa -ther and the Son
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“Cast a - way the works of dark-ness, all you chil-dren of the day!”
Christ,our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling, shinesup - on the morn-ing skies.
Let us haste, with tears of sor-row, one and all, to be for-giv'n;
he  will shield us with his mer-cy and with words of love draw near.
with the ev - er - last-ing Spir - it while un-end-ing a - ges run!
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Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878

Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE  Setting 4 page 147 (see next page) ...Led by Ron Grames
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

o
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

The assembly is seated.

+++ WORD +++

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

ELW 240 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” vs 1

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va- tion to Is-ra-el, God ful - fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He 1s com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.

’In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
s Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
* He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
> O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

R The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 122  The psalm is spoken responsively.

'T was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
“Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
? Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
*to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.
’ For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
°Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
" Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.



® For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.

? Because of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '* the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ° let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

R The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Children are dismissed to Sunday School.

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW SETTING 4
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.



GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44
P The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. ** For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, °” and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of

Man. *’ Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. *' Two women will
be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. * Keep awake, therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON Pastor Larry Lemke
Meditation: Time to reflect on the message.

After meditation, the assembly stands for the Hymn of the Day.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 435 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” vs. 1, 3



Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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lu - ia! See the day of God ap - pear!
Tu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and thou a - lone!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1 707—-1788, alt.

Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 17251799



BOOST BLESSING

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:  God of Grace,
C: Hear our prayer.

THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

The people may greet each other with a sign of peace and may say “Peace be with you” or
similar words. Then the assembly is seated.

MUSIC DURING THE OFFERING: “Prepare the Way” - Hal Hopson
+++ MEAL +++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
The gifts of our tithes and offerings are presented and the altar is prepared for

the Lord’s Supper.

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY: ELW 184



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music @ 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

A Merciful God,

C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 153 (spoken)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
P Please join me in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION: LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154

P The gifts of God for the people of God.

The assembly is seated.

The ushers invite the assembly forward, where they receive bread and either wine or grape
Jjuice. If you need to receive communion in your pew, please let the usher(s) know.

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

ELW 254 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

(see next page)
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 254
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pecthd Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bom thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, bom a child, and yet a king;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.
by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 JEFFERSON
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 87870

ACS 949 “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” (see next page)



Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
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lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night lies be - fore us, dark -er mid - night
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trimmed and  burn - ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s al - most done.
soon is break ing, for this work’s  al - most done.
trimmed and  burn ing, for this work’s  al-most done.

My

e o =
=== 1 | | | _/| | |
N . e I S '! ———
L [0 I =
%—# e - S ?:'ﬁ:
A B —4p
Chil-dren, don’t grow  wea - ry; chil-dren, don’t grow wea - 1y;
'I - 2 i . » F » D ’
I. IL. | L | I F I | = f |
s ¥ D | | | ! ! | |
n . , l J ~ . \ N—1 .
Yy D b f | aln | 1 1 | 7 I. | |
[#) [#] [7) =]
% —— B | o2
chil-dren, don’t grow  wea -1y, for this work’s al-most done.
_ . ’D - P
y S | !' I [ !'_tﬁ > ﬁk ?
A A ] | | | 1 | | 1

Text: African American spiritual
Music: KEEP YOUR LAMPS, African American spiritual




ACS 901 “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”

Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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1 Now the heav - ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
2 Heav - y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.
3 Christ,e - ter - nal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of wis-dom’sseed,
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Earth from slum-ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir- ring, faint with-in:

Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in a  world growndim.
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Like the soil be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



The assembly stands.

COMMUNION BLESSING
P May this body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

+ Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant
that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us,
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

C Amen

+ + + SENDING + + +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.

RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING
P May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you *+ peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: ELW 244 ""Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (see next page)



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark -er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -ias  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row 1is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - s - ing and soon 1s draw-ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Come Thou Almighty King” - Lani Smith
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Preacher. ... ..ot e e e ...Pastor Larry Lemke
ASSISING MINISEETS ... veevesveeeeeiee e eeeeeee et e e e e JennzferNegwer Ruth Blundell
Communion ASSIStantS... ..........eeveeeeeeeeveeee et e e e ....Norm Koch, Bonnie David, Jeri Dietz
Bell Choir DIrector. ......o.vviuiiiiii e e Sharon Carter Eichenberger
72311 7T Cindy Vantine
ChOIr DITECIOT. ...ttt e Dr. Bruce Vantine
JOYTUL NOIZ DITECLOT.......tiiiiiieeiie ettt e sae e eas Jim Baumgartner
Altar Guild........coooiii e Jeanette Thwing, Jan Keppel
GTEELETS ... ettt e e een eeeenn o Gwen Westbrooks, Melanie White
0 4TS P Bill Meyerkord
Trustee............ ...Don Meier
Advent Wreath nghtmg ......................................................... Greg & Paula Viehman

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Hospitalized or Ill: Ann Behrens, Ginny Groves, Shirl Henke, Sharon Love, Jane Mark, Scott
Negwer, Carolyn Nimmons, Steve Rosenfeld, June Schmidt, Glenda Warren, Barb Wishon

Our Loved Ones/Friends: Becky Cole (Dave Cole’s sister), lan Hawkins (Faith Brooks’s
son), Jim Hickerson, Jeannette Higginbotham (Jaimy Suydam’s friends), Marilee Viehman
(Greg Viehman’s mother), Dennis Whittington (Mary Beth Sandcork’s father), Richard Wishon

Our chronically-ill and homebound loved ones and friends: Jacki Bickel, Teri Branhof,
Thelma Carlson, Nancy Marxkors, John Meyer, Vivian Meyer, Maxine Pabst, Jim Temps, Joan
Torbeck, Wayne & Joyce Winter

Names will be removed from the prayer list after two weeks unless the church office is notified
on Monday of the preceding week.

**Copies of Taking Faith Home are available at the usher stand or on the table in the narthex.



OUR CONGREGATION

Atonement is a family of professing Christians who
are in ministry to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. We
have been in ministry since September 30, 1951.
Atonement School has begun its 69th academic
year with the mission statement “Teaching chil-
dren of God the skills needed for a lifetime of
learning, worshipping, and caring, so that the
world see Jesus in them.”

OUR AFFILIATIONS

We are members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and support local ministries in-
cluding Lutheran Family and Children’s Services,
Humanitri, Lutheran High Schools, LuMin
Campus Ministry, PAKT, and The Emergency
Assistance Ministry (TEAM).

OUR TEAM

Interim Senior Pastor and Pastoral Care
Rev. Larry Lemke, (314) 307-4363
lalemke@sbcglobal.net

Bruce and Cindy Vantine
Ministers of Music

Sharon Carter-Eichenberger
Bell Choir Director

Jim Baumgartner, Worship, Too!
Jimstrat@aol.com, (314) 488-6903

Cathy Miftlin
Parish Administrator, (314) 837-1224
cathy.mifflin@alcs-web.com

Theodore Jander
Principal, (314) 837-1252
tjander@alcs-web.com

Angie Kemper
School Secretary, (314) 837-1252

Parish Nurses: Joyce Pingel, L.P.N., (314) 740-2137

Cathie Lehr, R.N., (314) 809-4477

OUR CALENDAR
This Weekend — First Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Worship

Monday, Dec. 1
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi
7:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday, Dec. 2

Wednesday, Dec. 3

9:00 a.m. Tai Chi
7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship

Thursday, Dec. 4
9:30 a.m. Bible & Breakfast

Friday, Dec. 5
No School / School Office Closed

Saturday, Dec. 6
9:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study, held off-site
Advent By Candlelight Setup

Giving is now easier than ever!

Simply use the QR code on the bottom. It will take you
directly to Atonement’s giving through Tithe.ly. This can be
a one-time option, or you can set up a recurring transaction
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