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  This may not work, but I’m going to try it anyway. I 

could either have asked you to try something now or simply have 

suggested that you try it later. But, let’s give it a go,...and, 

if this doesn’t work this evening, I’ll “punt” and try something 

else tomorrow morning. Okay, how many of you are carrying your 

cell phones? And, how many of you have smartphones where you can 

stream YouTube videos? Now, for those of you who can, take out 

your phone and turn down the volume, just loud enough that you can 

still hear it. Now, go to your YouTube setting, hit the 

appropriate search icon, and type in “Ukrainian pianist plays 

Chopin.” Then, go ahead and play it......  

  With apologies to those of you without a smartphone, 

this short clip has gone “viral” on YouTube. It shows a young 

Ukrainian woman uncovering her white grand piano, sitting down at 

the bench, and playing a Chopin etude. But, fairly quickly, the 

camera pulls back from the piano and begins to pan around her 

house, a house which has been decimated by a Russian missile. We 

see rubble and debris everywhere, smashed windows and doors, 

ruined furniture, gaping holes in the walls, plaster covering a 

staircase, and fires still burning outside. And, through it all, 

this young woman continues to play this lovely Chopin etude, an 

act of defiance, if you will, a declaration of hope and beauty 

amidst the ruins, an affirmation of the gift of life in the face 

of death. 

  Dare we suggest that, in many ways, Jesus’s own ministry 

was an act of defiance, made up of countless acts of defiance, 

declarations of hope and beauty amidst the ruins of sin, hatred, 

and greed, affirmations of the gift of life in the face of death? 

In the presence of those who believed that disabilities, 

deformities, and disease were the direct result of sin, Jesus 

defiantly first forgave sin and, then, restored people to  
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wholeness. In the face of those forces and powers that seemingly 

took control of people’s lives, Jesus defiantly called out those 

forces and then sent those demons to a watery grave. In the face 

of cultural taboos and superstitions, Jesus defiantly touched 

caskets and corpses, and defiantly healed and harvested on the 

Sabbath. In the face of a rigid class structure, Jesus defiantly 

shared table fellowship with tax collectors, sinners, and 

outcasts. In the face of ancient ethnic animosities, Jesus 

defiantly embraced Samaritans. In the face of a society which 

devalued the role of women, Jesus defiantly gave women a prominent 

role in His ministry. In the face of a religious establishment 

that so often misrepresented His Father and operated in its own 

interest, Jesus defiantly called the leaders to account for their 

manifest unfaithfulness. 

  And, as His ministry drew to a close and the forces of 

death closed in on Him, Jesus continued to defy those forces. In a 

world where conquering generals would ride into a vanquished city 

on a magnificent steed, Jesus rode in to His city on “an ass and a 

colt the foal of an ass.” Approaching a temple made unimaginably 

wealthy by exploiting the fears of God’s people, Jesus strode in 

and declared God’s judgment against it. In a society where the 

wealthy and powerful were waited-on hand and foot, Jesus stripped 

down to the waist and washed the feet of His students. In the 

midst of a city eager for armed rebellion, Jesus offered a new 

commandment, for God’s people to love one another, as He has loved 

them. When Jesus was dragged before Pilate, who believed that he 

held the power of life and death, Jesus set him straight about 

kingdom and truth and power. 

  And, when the combined forces of sin and greed and 

hatred and death thought they had finally silenced Jesus and 

brought an end to His defiance of them, well, Jesus engaged in His 

ultimate act of defiance -- by rising from the dead. 

  Today, in Ukraine (and, indeed, in much of the Orthodox 

Christian world) today is Easter. Today, in the midst of ruin and 

rubble of much of their country, countless Ukrainians will  
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celebrate Easter. But, in so many ways, Ukrainian Christians have 

been doing that all along. Just this week -– Holy Week for them -– 

we have heard reports of Ukrainian Christians transporting food 

and medicine to besieged villages, even as Russian and Ukrainian 

missiles were flying overhead. We heard of an Orthodox priest, who 

went out in his full vestments to greet the Russian troops 

entering his village, inviting the soldiers to pray with him -- 

for peace. My personal favorite was a Ukrainian Christian tow-

truck operator who pulled a Russian Jeep out of the mud and then 

politely asked the driver to drive the Jeep back to Russia. Each 

in its own way, an act of defiance, a declaration of hope in the 

face of the ruins of sin, hatred, and greed, each an affirmation 

of life in the face of death. 

  But, in many ways, isn’t that our calling as Easter 

people –- to live and to act defiantly in the face of sin and 

hatred and power and greed?...to stand up to those forces that 

take control of people’s lives?...to lift up the lowly, to restore 

the broken, to feed the hungry, and to comfort the afflicted?...to 

stand up to the Pontius Pilates of our world and to set them 

straight about kingdom and truth and power?...in other words, to 

manifest hope and beauty in the midst of the ruins and rubble of 

our world?...and to affirm God’s gift of life in the face of 

death? 

  Yes, just as that young Ukrainian woman defiantly sat 

down and played Chopin in the midst of the brokenness of her home, 

isn’t it our calling, as Easter people, both through Word and 

deed, to proclaim that, in Jesus’s death and Resurrection, God has 

sat down at his keyboard, in the midst of the brokenness of His 

world, in order to play,...in order to play the unstoppable music 

of His love...His love for the whole human family?  Amen 

   


